
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Beachwood Arts Council 
 
  
Your Project Title: 2018 Melodies and Motions: Sunday Afternoon Dance and Music Series 

Your Project Summary: The Beachwood Arts Council (BAC) will present five music or dance performances 

throughout 2018 fulfilling our mission to promote and nurture the arts in Northeast Ohio. Held at the fully 

accessible Beachwood Community Center, these high quality music and dance programs will be free and 

open to all residents of Northeast Ohio. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I don't see a nuanced understanding of community in this application, answer to the definition of 

community was very vague and did not demonstrate that the organization has considered the community's 

wants/needs/interests in development of this event. At one point the application states that the community 

is affluent and another point says that transportation and fees are a barrier for their participation in events. 

Process of reflection (in order to provide fresh programming) not evident in the application. Artistic and 

cultural vibrancy is present as the lineup of performers is diverse and will inspire/challenge the community. 

Events are accessible and there is time for community members to personally meet the performers. 

Organizational capacity appears promising given the staff and volunteer commitment to event. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - Programming appears to be strong, although somewhat narrow 

in range - evidence of creativity or fresh thinking in repertoire is not presented. Organizational Capacity - 

the application provides some evidence of organizational and implementation ability; however evidence is 

lacking related to how the organization will utilize data it collects on attendance and how that (or anything 

else) informs programming decisions. Public Benefit - the application provides evidence of being accessible 

and inviting to the public; however, the application lacks evidence as to how the communities it serves are 

involved in the project in any way except as an audience member or as a participant. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets the funding criteria. The proposal reflects an engaging arts festival with 

collaboration from Cleveland's ethnically diverse cultural groups; artwork, music, & dance. The organization 

has presented sufficient support materials to undertake and accomplish the project and goals. I appreciated 

that the proposal included partnership with a senior home that will provide transportation. I am positive that 

this project will bring extraordinary performances to the larger community. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: With an emphasis on public benefit and comments regarding the budget, yes, this proposal 

meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: The Beachwood Arts Council has two communities it serves 

through its programming first, attendees and second, the local music and dance organizations that perform 

in the Sunday Afternoon Dance and Music Series. The organization symbiotically builds a meaningful 

relationship between local music and dance program partners and a larger public audience and vice versa, 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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program partners' communities are exposed to BAC. Although based in an affluent city, free admission 

aims to make the 2018 Dance and Music series more accessible to interested attendees nearby. Artistic & 

Cultural Vibrancy: BAC's Melodies and Motions series engages a diverse line-up of dance and musical 

performances over a five month period. Media samples provided in the support materials indicate 

programming partners are qualified to complete the project, providing high quality programming. 

Organizational Capacity: The Project Basis listed total project expenses as $11,650 but project 

finances/expenses only account for $11,390, what makes up the remaining $260 of expenses? CAC funds 

will be spent paying for the performers $4,750 and that the remaining funds $250 will cover approximately 

half of the advertising expenses $550. The organization has a plan to meet the required match via a 

sponsorship campaign, mail campaign and solicitation of individual contributions. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Beachwood Arts Council satisfactorily meets the funding 

criteria through their proposal for 2018 Melodies and Motions: Sunday Afternoon Dance and Music Series. 

They especially show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully engages the community through 

Diversity-FEST (I love it).They demonstrate that for many decades they have understood and worked to 

respond to their community needs. They have a very meaningful relationship with Meyers Independent 

Living Facility at Menorah Park, as well as residents and community partners. Their events will be free, thus 

will be accessible and inviting to their community and open to the general public.They demonstrate artistic 

and cultural vibrancy by engaging a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete 

the project of five music or dance performances. It is not clear if they have an engaged and diverse board, 

staff, and core group of volunteers. Number of attendees and survey response (with door prize incentive) 

will be the primary ways to measure progress. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. 

Matching fund section needs more details on estimated amounts to be raised from matched contributions. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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